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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-26 (Canceled) 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): A composition comprising an isolated polynucleotide 
comprising the sequence of SEP ID NO: 69 which e ncod e s an h e patitis C virus (HCV) proteolytic 
polyp e ptid e , wh e rein said polyp e ptid e con s i s ts e ss e ntially of an HCV NS3 domain proteas e or an 
HCV NS3 domain prot e a se active truncation analog . 

Claims 28-31 (Canceled). 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended): A composition comprising an isolated polynucleotide 
comprising the sequence of SEP ID NO: 85 which e ncod e s an h e patitis C virus (HCV) proteolytic 
polyp e ptid e , wh e r e in said polyp e ptid e compris e s a fusion prot e in comprising a fusion partn e r fus e d 
to a HCV NS3 domain prot e as e or to an activ e HCV NS3 domain proteas e truncation analog . 

Claim 33-36 (Canceled). 

Claim 37 (Currently Amended): An expression vector for producing a a n HCV proteolytic 
polypeptide in a host cell, wherein said vector comprises a polynucleotide comprising the sequence 
of SEP ID NO: 69 encoding said HCV prot e olytic polypeptid e comprises an HCV NS3 domain 
prot e as e or an activ e HCV NS3 domain prot e as e truncation analog ; transcriptional and translational 
regulatory sequences functional in said host cell operably linked to said polynucleotide; and a 
selectable marker. 

Claims 38-41 (Canceled). 

Claim 42 (Currently Amended): The expression vector of claim 37 wherein said nucleotide 
further comprises the sequence of SEP ID NP: 85 a s c quonce e ncoding a fusion - partner, link e d to 
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said HCV NS3 domain protease or said active HCV NS3 domain protoaso truncation analog to form 
a fusion prot e in upon e xpr e ssion . 

Claims 43-44 (Canceled). 
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